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Rusty-patched bumble bee (Bombus affinis) 
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Limestone prairie, Lewis County 
~ KSNPC photo by Dave Skinner 
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Limestone prairie with dense blazing 
star ~ KSNPC photo by Brian Yahn 
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   USFWS Status: None 

  Habitat: Corn snakes are good climbers but spend much of their time below ground, foraging or resting in rodent burrows or other 
underground passages.    

  Range: Distributed from southern New Jersey to Kentucky, extending southward to southeastern Louisiana and east to Florida.   

  Reason for Protection Status:  Kentucky populations of this species are at the northwestern extent of the range.  Their distribution is limited in the state and  
  occurs in two widely disjunct populations.  

General Description: A medium-sized snake, ranging in length from 30 to 48 inches.  Also re-
ferred to as “red rat snakes,” corn snakes are most often red to orange in color, however, individu-
als may vary from brown to gray.  The belly is whitish and boldly checkered with black and the un-
derside of the tail is usually striped.  The species has weakly keeled scales and a divided anal 
plate.  Dorsal spots, or blotches, are typically red or orange and outlined with black.  Spots closest 
to the head divide into branches that extend forward to meet in a spearpoint between the eyes.  In 
Kentucky, corn snakes are most often confused with milk snakes (Lampropeltis triangulum) and 
prairie kingsnakes (Lampropeltis c. calligaster).
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KSNPC Status: Special concern 

   USFWS Status: None 

  Habitat: Open grassy areas, especially prairies and barrens that support good populations of the  
  caterpillar’s host plant, little bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium).   

  Flight Season:  Adults are active during late summer and early fall (Aug – Sep).  

  Range:  Much of eastern and central North America, including southern Canada.  In Kentucky this species is usually found locally in small colonies.  

General Description: Upperside of wings is reddish-orange to brown. Underside of wings is red-
dish brown with a band of white, cream, or yellow spots. Forewings and hindwings have moderately 
wide black borders along rear edge. Wing span is approximately 1.25 – 1.75 inches.  

 × Ï Ô Ò Ï Ð Ó Ë Ø Ï Ñ Ì Ë Ð Ù Ö Ô
KSNPC Status: Watch list (appears to be declining) 

  USFWS Status: None 

  Flowering Period: Summer.  Seeds mature in late summer and early fall.  

  Habitat:  Prairies.  This grass is often a good indicator of high-quality prairies.  

  Range:  Ontario to Saskatchewan, south through the Midwestern U.S. to Texas and east to North Carolina. 

General Description: This perennial grass is one of the true prairie grasses that is characteristic of the 
tall grass prairies of the Midwest U.S.  It forms dense clumps or bunches of long hair-like (less than a 
quarter inch wide) leaves. As with many grasses, the flowers are wind pollinated. This dropseed is a 
food plant for certain species of grasshoppers and leaf hoppers and the seeds are eaten by birds such 
as white-throated and other sparrows and juncos. It mostly spreads by seed but once established is 
persistent if the habitat remains open.  It is being used in prairie restoration and landscaping. 

Ú Ò Ñ Ð Ñ Û Ñ Ø Ö Ô Î Ï Í Ï Ð Ñ Ø Ï Ò Ó Ô
KSNPC Status: Endangered 

  Reasons for Listing:  The decline in grasslands across Kentucky due to development as well as the lack      
  of fire needed to maintain grasslands.   

KSNPC photo by Ellis Laudermilk 

Photo by John R. MacGregor 
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Rock harlequin ~ KSNPC 
photo by Brian Yahn  
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Please note that most events require preregistration. View our complete events calendar at naturepreserves.ky.gov/news/. 

April—KSNPC Metal Art Exhibit at Elizabethtown Community and Technical College 
April 21—Louisville Zoo, “Party for the Planet” (Jefferson County) 
April 22—Earth Day 
April 27—Arbor Day, University of Kentucky Arboretum (Fayette County) 

**More events are planned so please check our online calendar for an up-to-date list. ú û ü ý þ ÿ � � � ü � ý � � û � � � ý þ � � 	 
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Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission 
801 Schenkel Lane, Frankfort, KY 40601-1403 

502-573-2886 
naturepreserves@ky.gov 

http://naturepreserves.ky.gov 
 

It is the mission of the Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission to protect Kentucky’s natural heritage by: 
(1) identifying, acquiring, and managing natural areas that represent the best known occurrences of rare native 
species, natural communities, and significant natural features in a statewide nature preserve system; (2) work-
ing with others to protect biological diversity; and (3) educating Kentuckians as to the value and purpose of 
nature preserves and biodiversity. 

 
The Energy and Environment Cabinet does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion or disability and 
provides, upon request, reasonable accommodations including auxiliary aids and services necessary to afford an individual with a disability an 
equal opportunity to participate in all services, programs and activities. To request materials in an alternative format, contact the Kentucky State 
Nature Preserves Commission at 801 Schenkel Lane, Frankfort, KY 40601-1403 or call 502-573-2886. Hearing-impaired and speech-impaired 
persons may contact the agency by using the Kentucky Relay Service, a toll-free telecommunication device for the deaf (TDD). For voice to 
TDD, call 800-648-6057. For TDD to voice, call 800-648-6065. 
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